The Millennium Development Goals:
Poverty Reduction in Papua New Guinea
Introduction 
The Millennium Development Goals
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are a set of development priorities that emerged from the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000 in an attempt to eradicate extreme poverty and improve the health and welfare of the world’s poorest people. The Millennium Development Goals serve as the platform to measure the performance of the global community by attaining development priorities within a fifteen year period between 2000 and 2015 (Dodd and Cassels 2006). 
There are eight Millennium Development Goals with fifteen core targets and a variety of indicators (The Millennium Development Report 2009). Health plays an important role in the realisation of all of eight goals, with three of the eight goals being directly associated with health concerns (Dodd and Cassels 2006). Sachs and Arthurs (2005) explain that reaching these goals would lift 500 million people out of poverty, save tens of millions lives, allow more than 300 million people to overcome the suffering associated with hunger as well as reduce 30 million neonatal and more than 2 million maternal deaths. They continue to explain that realisation of these goals would increase the amount of people with safe drinking water, ensure basic sanitation benefits, help reverse environmental degradation and generally allow greater freedom and security in the world. Reaching the Millennium Development Goals offers many advantages to humanity, however the reality of the current global situation means that many resource-poor countries will never achieve these goals (The Millennium Development Report 2009). 
This essay focuses on the first of the Millennium Goal (i.e. reduce extreme poverty and hunger by the year 2015) and explains the extent to which this goal is being realised in Papua New Guinea. It will then summarise the relevance of reducing poverty in achieving the Millennium Development goals.
Poverty and Hunger Eradication
The first Millennium Development Goal is concerned with the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger by the year 2015 (The Millennium Development Goals 2009). Extreme poverty is defined by the Millennium project as the proportion of people with an income of less than a $1.25 a day (PPP), however poverty can be expanded to include any condition in which a person is unable to sustain daily needs due or being deprived of essential goods and services and/or lacking sufficient financial support or wealth (Turtle 2009). Poverty is an underlying cause of many of the situations that an international public health researcher confronts such as hunger, disease, malnutrition, stunted growth, depression and disability (Turtle 2009). It is for this very important reason that poverty and hunger are targeted as a Millennium Development Goal. The success or failure of these targets is measured in comparison with a number of indicators such as a) the proportion of the population living below $1.25 (PPP) per day b) the poverty gap ratio c) the national consumption poorest quintile data d) the prevalence of underweight children and e) the amount of population below minimum level of dietary energy consumption (The Millennium Development Goals 2007).

Globally, the target of halving the poverty rate and hunger epidemic by 2015 seems unlikely to be achieved. While increases in average incomes since 2000 has enabled many people to lift themselves out of ‘the poverty trap’ and has reduced the depth of poverty of those who remain extremely poor, the global economic crisis and high food prices have reversed many of these favourable trends. Even though there was still a reduction in 2009, the number of people living in extreme poverty worldwide was 50-90 million higher than anticipated before the global economic crisis (Millennium Development Goals Report 2009).
Poverty and Hunger in Papua New Guinea
Papua new guinea is the largest and most populated of all the Pacific Island Countries and was one of the 189 member states to adopt the Millennium Declaration in 2000 (The Millennium Development Goal Report 2009). Due to an abundance of readily available land, widespread subsistence production and traditional cultural norms associated with redistribution, it was traditionally assumed that there was no poverty in Papua New Guinea (Gibson and Olivia 2001). However, due to a large portion of the rural sector not being easily accessible, there is an increasing difficulty in deliver basic services (i.e. healthcare, education, clean water, transport and infrastructure) (The Millennium Development Goals Progress Report for Papua New Guinea 2004).
Papua New Guinea has vast natural resources and is home to many rare and endangered species of animals and plants, however the physical environment is under increasing threat from a variety of factors such as land clearing, agriculture and resource extraction projects. Papua New Guinea also has the highest degree of inequality in South Pacific Region with the richest quintile of the population earning approximately 56% of the entire national income (Chandy 2009). Papua New Guinea also has a very young demographic and large population growth due to high levels of fertility (4.6% in 2000). This has put great pressure on the available natural and human resources in the past few decades, but also provides the population with potential for future growth (The Millennium Development Goals Progress Report for Papua New Guinea 2004). It is ironic that financial and economic measurements of poverty focus on Papua New Guinean downfalls, however when analysing the happiness index, it is interesting to note that  Papua New Guinea fairs high than its three largest aid providers (i.e. Australia, New Zealand and Japan) (Wikipedia 2010).

The poverty problem in Papua New Guinea is fundamentally a rural concern, with the rural poor living further below the poverty line than their urban counterparts (Chandy 2009). Rural populations experience lower economic growth rates (Gibson and Olivia 2001). In Papua New Guinea most people meet their basic needs through subsistence agriculture with only a small proportion of the labour force participating in the cash economy. Only 3% of all land is owned by the state (The Millennium Development Goals Progress Report for Papua New Guinea 2004). 

It has been extremely difficult to achieve the Millennium Development Goals in Papua New Guinea (The Millennium Development Goals Progress Report for Papua New Guinea 2004). Despite a governmental emphasis on poverty reduction (i.e. National Poverty Reduction Strategy NPRS), most reports suggest that the proportion of people under the national poverty line has not changed significantly in the last two decades. Around 30% of households continue to live below the poverty line. Predominantly there has been a reduction in economic and social development due to unfavourable trade conditions and the impacts of globalisation. Despite this pessimistic idea that there has been minimal economic growth efforts coming from poverty reduction, a news report by Chundy (2009) claims there is evidence to suggest that the level of extreme poverty in Papua New Guinea has fallen by approximately 8.8% in the last seven years. Although Papua New Guinea measures poorly in economic measures of poverty, it is ironic that it stands in a higher position to its three countries that provide it with aid (i.e. Australia, New Zealand and Japan) in the happiness index (Chundy 2009 and Wikipedia 2010).
It is unlikely that the global target of reducing poverty by 50% can be achieved by 2015 in Papua New Guinea. Despite reduced rates of poverty in the last seven years, Papua New Guinea requires a number of changes if it is to overcome its poverty problems. Firstly, it requires a significantly higher economic growth rate than the current 2.8%, especially when a large portion of this national income is dependent on donor assistance and foreign debt. Papua New Guinea problems extend to the rural sector as such a small quantity of its rural population is engaged in the cash economy. There is also limited or no access at all to basic educational and healthcare services, a growing HIV/AIDS epidemic and a high rate of unemployment (especially the young). Throughout Papua New Guinea there is a high demand for implementation of development policies, especially ones that respect the needs of the poor and to those that equally distribute economic growth (The Millennium Development Goals Progress Report for Papua New Guinea 2004).

Conclusion
The Millennium Development Goals will not be achieved with a narrow approach to an analysis to address poverty. Poverty reduction approaches must address many dimensions simultaneously such as hunger, lack of access to safe drinking water and sanitation, slum conditions in urban areas and the lack of schooling (Sachs and Arthurs 2005). If one view’s poverty outside financial and economic conditions for example, it is interesting to note that Papua New Guinea is ranked higher than its three major providers of aid (Australia, New Zealand and Japan) (Wikipedia 2010). 

To achieve the goal of eradicating ‘extreme’ poverty and hunger however, specific challenges that face the poor must be overcome including disease, poor governance, climate changes, agricultural poverty, energy use, environmental degradation etc. There must be an increase in food production and distribution to resource-poor countries, increased access to basic infrastructure (such as safe drinking water and sanitation), increased disease control strategies as well as long-term investments in management systems, training and retention of human resources and infrastructure and so on. It will be proven that simple interventions will make profound differences to survival and quality of life as a reduction to one dimension of poverty almost invariably leads to improvements in all other areas ascertained by the Millennium Development Goals (Sachs and Arthurs 2005). 

Overcoming poverty is important in achieving all of the Millennium Development goals so that resource-poor nations can build upon their capacities. While the Millennium Development Goals serve as a means to measure the performance of the global community and provide a means for policy makers and governments to ascertain priorities, the task to achieve the first Millennium Development Goal (i.e. to half of rate of extreme poverty and hunger by 50%) is an ambiguous task both globally and in Papua New Guinea. 
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